GEELONG NATURALIST 


MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF THE GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 


In this issue... 


Club Notices (Next speaker, Excursions, Program, etc.) Inside front & back covers, pp. 7, 14, 16 
President's report Bruce Lindsay Inside front cover 
Excursion—Lorne area Barry Lingham 1 
What's up Dean Hewish 2 
Plant Group report Dick Southcombe Chas 
Library additions Lorraine Phelan 2 
Snippets from the past Rob Ganly 3 
Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Paraparap Pat Streefkerk 3 
Invertebrates presented for identification Dave King 8 
What else has been seen? 3 
Out and about—Delving into the past with the Geelong Naturalist Valda Dedman 4 
What else has been seen 5 
This Month Joe Hubbard 6 
Mammal report Trevor Pescott 7 
Harp trapping Trevor Pescott 7 
Pix Controller cameras Trevor Pescott 7 
Reptile and amphibian (Herpetology) report Trevor Pescott 8 
Koala update—Rain, rain, rain! Janine Duffy 8 
Birds of the Brisbane Ranges—Grace Lewis Dean Hewish 9 
A Checklist of the Birds of the Geelong Region 10 
GFNC 50th anniversary iuncheon Deborah Evans 11 
Butterfly report Valda Dedman 12 
Bird observations—April 2011 Barry Lingham 14 


Vol. 47 No. 1 


ISSN 0726-7363 ; . May 2011 


President's report 


li is adaunting and exciting prospect taking over as the 


President of the GFNC, not least because of the extraordinary 
job done by Deborah as my immediate predecessor and also 
because of the long list of eminent Presidents who have done 
this job over the past half-century. | am very grateful that 
Deborah will be staying on the Committee and helping to 
coordinate the Club's program. In my initial outing at writing the 
President’s Report there are a few items | would like to make 
note of. 


50th Anniversary... 


First of all, | would like to thank all those who organised the 50th 
anniversary lunch, which was a great success and very well 
attended. As someone who has come to the Club relatively 
recently, it struck me how much the GFNC is really a local and 
regional ‘institution’ in Geelong, not only with a long and 
auspicious history but one that has been part of the charting and 
building of Geelong and the region. The contribution of the Club 
and its members to the geographical, scientific and cultural 
landscape in the region has been significant. That landscape 
has, however, changed enormously since the Club’s founding in 
1961. Consider not only the national parks and reserves that 
have been established (or re-vegetated) and natural areas that 
have been protected. But there have also been big changes in 
urban and peri-urban development, which continue apace (such 
as at Armstrong Creek). Also, the role of organisations like the 
GFNC has changed, as government agencies and non- 
government bodies have steadily undertaken more 
environmental work, research and rehabilitation. In this respect, 
environmental issues and the environmental ‘ethic’ have become 
‘mainstream’, in many regard thanks to the leadership and 
interest of organisations like the GFNC in the 1960s and 1970s. 


Tonight... 


...Bruce Lindsay 


.. 50th anniversary projects 


There are several projects that it is hoped flow out of the 50th 
anniversary of the Club. One of these is the preparation of a 
regionalnatural history guide that can be a quick-reference, user 
-friendly resource, built on the knowledge and wisdom of the 
Club and its members. The other project is the ongoing 
accumulation of archival material on and about the Club. Already 
a lot of work has been done in this respect, for example, in 
having all the Naturalists electronically stored and acquiring 
copies of the journal of the first (pre-war) GFNC. If you have any 
relevant materials, let the Committee know, including for instance 
submissions, correspondence or reports that might be buried 
away somewhere in personal collections. Part of this project, it is 
hoped, will also be development of an oral history of long-term 
members. 


Other matters... 

On a more prosaic level, | will continue the tradition of 
emphasising that we need a few more Committee members, 
which would make the administration and work of the existing 
Committee easier. 


Given my penchant for issues of public policy, | would also note 
that the State Government’s Competition and Efficiency 
Commission will be bringing down a report in June on the State's 
tourism sector and in its interim recommendations it has been 
quite keen to encourage more private investment in public lands, 
including national parks. It has thus far concluded that 'the policy 
and regulatory framework surrounding public land regulation and 
its administration is not conducive to encouraging private 
investment in tourist facilities on public land'. We don't know that 
it means wholesale commercial development as yet, but itis an 
issue worth keeping an eye on. 


...we will replay some of the visual displays shown at the 50th anniversary dinner. 


At the June meeting.. 
.. TBA 


‘GFNC website 


joya E E (plant, mammal, bira, reptile, invertebrate etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to Barry | 
Kingham, (2208 HEE) so that they can be NCATE! onto the site eguena ; 


GFNC Web page: http://home. vicnet net. aul-afne! 
EL address: ea netau 


Members are encouraged to arrive any at general 
meetings. ; 
The room will be open A ie 15 p. 1m. to allow members 6 
chat to other members and visitors. 


The photo on the front cover, by Trevor Pescott, is of female Common 

Brown butterflies on the trunk of a Black Wattle. See p. 12. ; 
The photo on the back cover, by Dave King, i is of a Jumping Spider at: 
Lorne. See p. 1. ; 


Excursion Report—Lorne area 
20 March 2011 


A small group gathered to enjoy a delightful day exploring 
parts of the bushland near Lorne. Beginning at Teddy's 
Lookout, we had not even left the carpark before people were 
observing a range of butterflies and other insects. Common 
Grass Blues and 'brown' butterflies were present, including many 
female Common Browns. Photographs of a different species 
were later identified as a Shouldered Brown, a species that 
prefers the forests of the Otway Ranges. [See photo on the cover 
of last month's Naturalist. ] 


A short walk to the viewing platform rewarded us with a vista 
overlooking the St George River and out across Bass Strait. 
Small fish could be seen in the tidal section of the river. As we 
moved to the lower viewing platform, more invertebrates were 
noted, including a Spider Wasp, a Sand Wasp, a Bee Fly, a bug 


Unidentified bug. 


3 


Spider Wasp Fabriogenia sp., Lorne Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Bee Fly, Lorne 


...Barry Lingham 


that escaped Dave King's attempt to catch it and the Leaf-curl 
Spider. Few birds were noted, but Red Wattlebirds, Silvereyes 
and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters were present. 


We then drove north of Lorne via Allanvale to the Sheoak Picnic 
Ground. A stroll over the bridge across the Sheoak River gave us 
the opportunity to view many more birds, including a female 
Satin Flycateher high in a eucalypt. Many Whirlygig Beetles were 
moving about on the surface of the water. 


After a pleasant lunch beneath the towering Blue Gums. the 
Nature Circuit was explored. There were plenty of stops to 
observe fungi, ferns, mosses, invertebrates and flora. The wetter 
forests along the river were dominated by eucalypts with an 
understorey of tree ferns and smaller trees. As we moved up the 
slope, more open drier forest habitat included Messmate and 
acacia species. Bird life was more plentiful near the picnic 
ground. Everyone left the area very contented after spending 
time enjoying the splendour of the Otway forests. 


Bird species observed 


Crimson Rosella 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Striated Thornbill 

Brown Thornbill 

Spotted Pardalote 
Eastern Spinebill 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 


White-naped Honeyeater 
Golden Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Australian Magpie 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Currawong 

Grey Fantail 

Satin Flycatcher 

Eastern Yellow Robin 
Silvereye 


..continued next page 


Snail, Lorne Photo: Dave King 


Photo: Dave King 


Jumping Spider, Lorne 
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...continued from previous page 


uring the recent Club excursion to the Otways (23/3/2011) a small piece of ground litter 
held together with a mass of slime mould, myxomycetous, was collected. On 
examination under the microscope a minute mollusc shell was detected. Although damaged 
it had all the appearance of a member of the Family Punctidae, its size being of the order 
one millimetre. 


According to Smith (1979) Punctidae are small and minute land snails found Australia wide 
with their major centre of radiation in the south-eastern region. From the description by 
Smith it is a great possibility that the subject mollusc is Laomavix collisi. 


Reference: 
Smith,B, J. (1979) Field Guide to the Non-marine Molluscs of South-eastern Australia, 
Australian Nat. Univ. Press, Canberra. Dave King 


What's up | 
...Dean Hewish 


| only had the time for a short column this month. images than are computers and many strange objects have been 

i reported. Project participants have already discovered a 
Last month, | described how an amateur astronomer discovered a previously unknown class of young galaxies with extraordinarily 
previously unknown object in the galaxy. Now, anybody with an high rates of star formation. One of the weirder discoveries, called 
internet-connected computer and time on their hands can perhaps the Voorwerp (Dutch for 'object’), is a filamentous green glowing 
do the same. cloud floating in space near a distant active galaxy. Astronomers 

3 are still scratching their heads over that one. 

The Zooniverse project gives volunteers the chance to increase W 
our knowledge of the universe by scanning through photographs If you are interested in participating or just curious, check out 
of the sky taken by major observatories and by the Hubble Space http://science.nasa.gov/science-news/science-at- 
Telescope. People are very much better at recognising unusual nasa/2011/22apr_zooniverse/ or http://www.zooniverse.org/ . 


Plant Group report 
...Dick Southcombe 


12 April 

Although we studied a diverse collection of plant 
specimens from members' gardens we also enjoyed 
examining the 1987 pressings of Otway ferns by Frances 
and Elsie Poole and admired the sealed mounts of 
pressed plants prepared by Winston Huggins, the latter 
being for students of Ken Best. What really stirred our 
curiosity was a 'plant eater' introduced from the Northern 
Hemisphere—a large slug identified and photographed 
by Dave King (see right) as Limax maximus, classed as a 
pest and found throughout S.E. Australia within decaying 
vegetation and damp situations around human dwellings. 
This 140 mm long slug had probably departed a drying 
compost bin for a damper area of our garden when itwas | Aroana 
discovered crossing a concrete path. -o 


_ Slug, Limax maximus, Limacidae. - 


10 May 
Please bring plant specimens and notes of recent plant 
observations. 


Library additions 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Abbreviations used: # = GFNC purchase, (...) = Donor's name if known. 


The Butterflies of Australia, Albert Orr & Roger Kitching, 2010 # Remnant Native Vegetation Investigation Final Report, VEAC, 


[595.7890994 ORR] 2011 [333.74 VIC] 
A Guide to Australian Moths, Paul Zborowski & Ted Edwards, 
| 2007 # [595.780994 ZBO] 
Frogs and Reptiles of the Bendigo District: A Guide to Note: The cataloque, borrowing book and book returns are 


Identification, Darren green & Dale Gibbons, 2010 (Bendigo 
FNC) [597.6] 


now all in one plastic box. 
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Snippets from the past 


...Fob Ganly 
Newsletter No. 289, Nov. 1990 p. 5 Cockatoo, and many ‘introduced’ species. Wattlebird and New 
At the October meeting Gordon Cameron spoke about the Birds Holland Honeyeater were surprising omissions from the earlier 
of Barunah Plains, a property 24 km west of Inverleigh. He list, but the Singing Honeyeater was included. This led to a 
compared the birds recorded there in 1921 with those found discussion about the Bellarine Peninsula population of the 
during a survey during 1979-80. Many species have Singing Honeyeater, which is isolated but has spread eastward 


disappeared, including Plains Wanderer, Bustard, Gang-gang, in recent years. 
Orange-bellied Parrot, Pallid Cuckoo and Tawny Frogmouth. The 


= 7 (Note: Chris Tzaros, Birds Australia Woodland Bird Conservation 
total number of species has however increased, perhaps 


Manager and former National Orange-bellied Parrot Co-coordinator, 


because shelter belts have grown up. Many more waterbirds confirms that there have been early, un-substantiated sightings round the 

were recorded in 1979-80 although at that time dams were lakes and wetlands in this area but believes in all probability they were of 

substantially the same as in 1921. Ibis, Pelicans, Snipe and brightly coloured Blue-wing Parrots and there have never been Orange- 

Silver Gull were all 'new' as were Galahs and Sulphur-crested bellied Parrots in this area, so far from the coast and their normal feeding 
habitat.) 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Paraparap 
24 March 2011 
...Pat Streefkerk 


his was held at Loutit Bay Road and on into Nortons Road in the Freshwater Creek. 

Paraparap area, led by Kay Campbell. Ten people attended and the weather held out fairly 
well for us. We spotted 25 species in the first stop in Loutit Bay Rd and added another 13 different 
ones at Nortons Rd. This was excellent under the dull, slightly drizzly conditions. Of course, Kay is 
always great with first identifying by call, and then finding the birds to see. 


This is a lovely area to stroll along with good roadside vegetation and farmland beyond. We were 
delighted to see Gang-gang Cockatoos at our first stop and the final touch was the Eastern Yellow 
Robin which appeared close by, just as we were finishing up. We also had a large number of 
brown butterflies along the road as we drove. 


Photo: lan McConchie 


Bird List Long-billed Corella Brown Thornbill Australian Magpie 
Australian Wood Duck Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (large Spotted Pardalote Grey Fantail 
Chestnut Teal numbers) Eastern Spinebill Willie Wagtail 
Pacific Black Duck Crimson Rosella White-eared Honeyeater Little Raven 
Common Bronzewing Eastern Rosella White-plumed Honeyeater Magpie-lark 


Crested Pigeon Red-rumped Parrot Noisy Miner Eastern Yellow Robin 
Little Pied Cormorant White-throated Treecreeper ` Little Wattlebird Welcome Swallow 
Black-shouldered Kite Superb Fairy-wren Red Wattlebird Common Blackbird 
Gang-gang Cockatoo Striated Thornbill New Holland Honeyeater Common Starling 


Galah Yellow-rumped Thornbill Grey Shrike-thrush Red-browed Finch 
Invertebrates presented for identification What else has been seen? 
...Dave King ; R 
Osmylid Lacewing, Belmont 2 Apr 2011. 
D uring the month of April a variety of invertebrates were given to the writer | wondered what | had, opened the April Naturalist 
with a request for their identity. The results are presented in the and there was TP's photograph. (Joe Hubbard) 
accompanying table compiling the results to the degree of knowledge and 
information available to me. Bullants, Limeburners Bay 18 Apr 2011. Nuptial 
flights. They were climbing up to the fence to gain 
Itis always of great interest to receive specimens for the purpose of identity, elevation for take-off—my theory! Val pointed them _ 


though no guarantee of results is given or implied. | would add that itis helpful out to me. (Joe Hubbard) 
if the donor included their name and other relevant information such as 
location of specimen collection and habitat. and any other information deemed 
relevant. 


Common Name | Scientific Name [Family [|Donor] 

Yellow-wing Locus | Gastrimargus musica 

Fungus Gnat Mycetophilidae 

Dung Beetle Orthophagus msp. 
Rhytidoponera aspera 

Aphid 

Golden-orb Web 3 

Spider 

Slug (Introduced 


Nephila edulis Tetragnathidae |John Delart 


Dick Southcombe 


= 


Limax maximus 
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Out and about 
Delving into the past with the Geelong Naturalist 


A: part of the Club’s 50th birthday celebrations, we intend to 
scan all our back copies of the Geelong Naturalist from its 
beginnings in 1964 until the present and make them available as 
pdf documents on a CD and our website. This will make them 
widely accessible and allow text searching. The Naturalist has 
gone through various transformations, from a quarterly journal, at 
first a somewhat crudely printed publication, to letterpress and 
finally to a monthly magazine outlining all the Club's activities but 
including a wide range of articles on natural history subjects. The 
present magazine reaches the printer by email in pdf format with 
its pictures in colour. 


However, | want to introduce you to some of the treasures in our 
early Geelong Naturalists. The information we were publishing in 
the 60s and 70s is sometimes the only record of how things were 
then—the birds and plants and animals and the Club's 
involvement in various conservation matters. 


In the very first issue, April 1964, we learn from Jack Wheeler 
about the 'Proposed Bellarine National Park (Cuthbertsons)'. A 
committee had been formed at the end of 1962, and money was 
being raised for the purchase of one square mile of virgin scrub 
land in Grubb Road, Ocean Grove, known as Cuthbertsons, and 
at the time of going to press £4,329 had been raised, with £3,750 
being promised by the State government. Well, a national park 
was never declared, but the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve was 
created and the GFNC has had a long association with it. At 
present residential development is creeping so close that its 
natural values may be eroded. The Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve was the home of the Club’s logo butterfly, the Small Ant 
-blue, and witere the type specimen was found in 1910, and 
where it now appears extinct. Other unusual butterflies are still 
being recorded there (see this month's Butterfly Report). 


Some other beginnings: 

February 1971, Hargreaves Paddock, by Trevor Pescott: 
Hargreaves Paddock, part of the once extensive Fyans Swamp, 
near Princes Bridge is the subject of a project being planned by 
the Newtown City Council; work will soon be undertaken to 
enlarge, deepen in part, create islands and extensively plant the 
area withstrees. During the late part of the summer, as the 
swamp has begun to dry out, a wide variety of birds have arrived 
to feed on the fish, frogs and other aquatic animal life exposed; 
not the least of these birds have been Pelicans, and on many 
occasions one or two birds have been present. In addition, White 
Ibis, Night Herons, White-faced Herons, Straw-necked Ibis and 
Yellow-billed Spoonbills have been seen there along with 
Swamphens, Moorhens and Gulls. All this is an excellent sign 
that the proposed lake and park will be highly successful. 


And of course they were. This became Balyang Sanctuary, which 
was again 'made over' a couple of years ago and is better than 
ever. The bird population has changed. Consult your bird report 
for details. 


November 1972: Belmont Common 

The Geelong Field Naturalists Club has been given control over 
„ the swamp, bounded by the Barwon Heads Road, Access Road 
to Golf Course, Railway snd Shire Depot, on Belmont Common. 
We are committed to carry out tree planting and other works— 
and to pay an annual rental of $1—so that early in the New Year 
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...Valda Dedman 


a Call will be made to members for assistance and financially, to 
have earthworks carried out and treeplanting done. Many Club 
members have been concerned at the possibility of losing this 
area as a natural feature; however, the future now seems bright 
indeed. 


This was the start of the Jerringot Wildlife Reserve. 


May 1979: Bird Study Group 

Some members expressed a wish to learn more about birds and 
bird identification and Mr. Trevor Pescott undertook to form this 
group. This is a new activity and will be of value to members of 
the club. i 


May 1979: Orange-bellied parrot survey 

At the request of the Fisheries and Wildlife Division, members 
are participating in this important survey. Our main area of 
operation is Swan Island and the survey will continue for at least 
another year. [My underlining. Craig Morley please note!] 


May 1979: Bird Atlassing 

Under the enthusiastic guidance of Miss Margaret Cameron 
some members are assisting in bird listing for the Bird Atlas 
Scheme. This again is a new activity. We appreciate Margaret’s 
keenness and organising ability in this area. 


Do you know what the Barrabool Barraboo is? It may be a locally 
invented word. Peter Fagg in May 1972 wrote about it being 
quarried on Gleeson's Hill at Ceres and the sluice mining ona 
nearby hill for sand eroded from the deposit. To find out more, go 
to Volume 9, no.1, p.1—5. 


In February 2011 John Newman spoke to the Bird Group about 
local terns and told us that Fairy Terns had recently bred at 
Moolap saltworks. In May 1978 Jack Wheeler recalled his 
banding experiences with this species, going back to January 
1962, when quite a large rookery was operating at Point Henry; 
67 nests were pegged and each numbered. The rookery was 
visited every second day, soon after daylight. ... On each visit 
the contents of every nest were recorded and details of 
movements of any young that had left their nests were noted; 
banding of 103 chicks was carried out between 24 January and 
14 February and the rookery was situated on a sandy foreshore 
near the northern boundary of the Moolap Cheetham Salt Pans 
within 1.5 kilometres of where the Alcoa works are now situated.' 
This is just part of the article but it shows the historical value of 
what was published in the Geelong Naturalist. 


We almost take it for granted that the Darter is an iconic Barwon 
River bird, but it was not always so. When Roy Wheeler wrote 
his November 1975 article 'The Darter in Southern Victoria’ it 
was uncommon in the southern half of the state, although it had 
been recorded by Charles Belcher in 1892. Wheeler quoted 
Belcher’s marvellous words: ‘Since the year 1892 | have not 
seen the Darter, but in that autumn when we had many rare 
visitors to the River and Lakes | observed three or four in a single 
day on the Barwon between Willows and Lakes. They were 
perched on the topmost branches of redgums by the riverside, 
giving, as | passed in a four-oar, a clear view of the long 
serpentine neck from which the bird is called the Snake-bird by 
dwellers in places where it is a common species.'Wheeler also 


found a record in vol. 5 part 3 of The Wombat (the name at that 
time for the Geelong Naturalist) a reference to ‘three Darters shot 
at Lake Connewarre'among W. Shaw's collection of skins. 

Today these birds nest beside the Barwon and at Balyang 
Sanctuary and no one would dare shoot them. In 2008 a total of 
27 young had hatched for the season. In October 2010 the first 
nesting record near Queens Bridge, upstream of the main group, 
was recorded. 


In May 1969 Trevor Pescott commented on 
Bird Notes from 'The Geelong Naturalist 
published between 1901 and 1913. The first 
GFNC also produced material of lasting value. 
Trevor had sent his notes to Sir Charles 
Belcher, then an old man living in South Africa 
and some surprising observations came back. 
Strangely, Belcher never visited the Brisbane 
Ranges, and never considered including them 
in his area. He remembered seeing the skin of 
the Scarlet Honeyeater which was shown at a 
meeting of the Club. ‘The beautiful Blood 
Honeyeater (Myzomela sanguineolata) came 
down from its home in the tropical scrubs ... A 
specimen shot at Queenscliff by Mr. Batchelor 
was exhibited on September 5": (Vol. 5, no. 4, 
December 1902). This species was not seen in 
Geelong again until 1994, when one was 
present at Deakin University from 26th to 28th . 
October. Belcher himself shot specimens of Orange-bellied 
Parrots! 


PLDN AA 


Gwen Yarnold in November 1974 wrote a summary of a lecture 
given by Jim Willis on 'Some of Victoria’s Rarest and Most 
Localised Plants'. It included two endangered species that occur 
locally. They are still endangered but have survived the 
intervening 45 years. The large and beautiful Velvet Daisy-bush 
Olearia pannosa is found both in the Brisbane Ranges and at 
Point Addis; we found Button Wrinklewort Rutidosis 
leptorrhynchoides, a plains grassland plant, at the Bannockburn 
Cemetery during the Club's Botanic Guardians Survey of 1998. 


Geoff Carr wrote an Introduction to the Flora of Batesford 
Sanctuary back in 1965. This was a more detailed and intimate 
look at the plants and formed the basis of the vegetation list in 
the booklet the Club published in June 1967 on the flora and 
fauna of the sanctuary 'Lilydale House'. Geoff had started as a 
Junior member of the GFNC and his knowledge of and love of 
the local plants is evident. There is a current proposal for a new 
survey to be made of the Batesford Sanctuary and Geoff's 
details such as 'I know of only two specimens [of the Harlequin 
Mistletoe, on Drooping Sheoak]' and ‘only one small colony [of 
the Tiger Orchid] growing beneath a Red Gum in thick rock fern' 
will be invaluable. 


He also said that the 'Dwarf Spider Orchid (Caladenia pumila) 
was reported growing at the base of the Dog Rocks some years 
ago, but whether it still exists there perhaps only the rabbits and 
stock can tell (if only they could talk — and I wish they would 
sometimes).' He finished the article 'Had more areas been set 
aside, | may have been able to see plants like the Dwarf Spider 
Orchid, the like of which | may never see. It is not too late.’ 


Geoff's wish has been granted and | imagine he will have seen 
his orchid. In 2009 this ‘extinct! species was rediscovered. It was 
originally found at Bannockburn by a local resident, Miss B. 


Button Wrinklewort, Bannockburn. 
Photo: Valda Dedman 


Pilloud. She sent a specimen to Mr. E. E. Pescott who exhibited 
it at the September 1922 meeting of the Field Naturalists Club of 
Victoria. It was formally described from this specimen by the 
great South Australian orchidologist R.S. Rogers. It is a low- 
growing hairy plant with unusually large flowers for its size and 
was apparently once common in the grasslands around 
Bannockburn but had not been seen since 1926. Two plants 
were found in a Parks Victoria Reserve in the 
Geelong Region but its exact location has been 
kept a secret to protect it, and attempts are 
being made to propagate it through the Orchid 
Recovery Program at both the RBG Melbourne 
and DSE Horsham so that the plants can be 
reintroduced into the wild. It has a new name 
Arachnorchis pumila and you can find some 
beautiful photos of it at www.retiredaussies.com/ 
ColinsHome . 


The November 1972, Peter Fagg wrote 'A 
Bushland Remnant at Marshall’. He described 
the remnant vegetation on a 10 acre square 
block between Barwarre Road and Horseshoe 
Bend Road, Marshall, closer to the CBD than 
Batesford Sanctuary. Now | believe this remnant 
still exists, but it is extremely vulnerable today 
because it is in the Urban Growth Zone for the 
Armstrong Creek development, although 
technically protected by an environmental 
significance overlay. It had special significance not only because 
of its existence but because it contained six layers of vegetation 
with Kangaroo Grass and native lilies and wattles and the Grey 
Parrot-pea but also at least one example of the Studley Park 
Gum, endemic to Victoria and classed as endangered and 
previously unknown outside Melbourne (see Out and about, 
Geelong Naturalist, November 2007). | do not know to what 
extent the block has been recently surveyed and what still 
survives; however it would seem appropriate if the GFNC were to 
investigate it further. What birds, mammals and insects are 
there? The block lies directly east and within walking distance of 
the Grovedale Community Centre where we held our 50th 
birthday celebration. As Geoff Carr would say, ‘It is not too late’. 


Ar 


It was our wonderful Geelong Naturalist that alerted me to this. 
Have | given you a taste for more? 


What else has been seen? 


Australian Emperor (dragonfly) Hemianax papuensis, Spring 
Creek Track, Brisbane Ranges, 3/3/11, Marilyn Hewish. ID 
confirmed by Duncan Fraser, photo by Dean Hewish. 
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This month 


Flyways to Hell (Perils of a long-distance traveller); Swan 
Lake; Birds on the Rocks; A Good Lekking 


The late afternoon change brought with it a fresh onshore wind 
and a choppy sea under a grey, threatening sky—not an ideal 
time to be shorebird watching. 


But here we were at Black Rocks following the old road and track 
through the dunes. Hadn't got very far when a small flock of 
turnstones flew up from that area and flew along the beach and 
out of sight. 


Not a good sign—something must have put them up—bother! 
Then we got to overlook the sea and found Silver Gulls spilling 
over the rocks and on to the beach. Now that looks more 
promising! 


Now closer we could make out the small shorebirds busily 
feeding among the rocks and on the wet sand—plovers, the 
ubiquitous Red-capped and, from New Zealand for the winter 
months, the Double-banded. There was little else it seemed— 
just rocks piled upon rocks down to the breaking waves. But 
hang on! There's a White-faced Heron, motionless, right under 
our noses. And doesn't it blend in well. But there were more. Like 
the heron they were not clearly distinguishable from the rocks 
around them. Golden Plovers—five of them. Even in their non- 
breeding garb these birds are something to see—in the right light 
their plumage is flecked with buffed gold—but here were two 
close to full breeding plumage—bright golden upper parts 
complemented by blackish under parts. Not even this poor light 
could reduce the impact they had on the observers—truly 
delightful! And here they are all dressed up and ready to take 
that long distance flight to their nesting grounds in Siberia and 
Alaska. Apart from the distance they have the extra hazards of 
what Mother Nature can throw at them and the numerous 
activities of humans which include the destruction of rest and 
feeding sites along their flyway. This will lead to the rapid decline 
in numbers, with the extinction of some species an awful 
prospect. Too strong a statement? | hope so. 


Jerringot, 22 May 2006 

Two Black Swans, one near the bank, the other some distance 
away in open water. Suddenly the latter, with wings raised 
showing the prominent white markings and neck feathers 
hackled, swam rapidly towards the other which promptly left the 
water and climbed the bank to ‘safety’. 
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...Joe Hubbard 


That was that—didn't stay around long enough to see what 
unfolded. 


Look for: 

Mating displays—auite a ritual. Nest building—circular mounds of 
greenery attached to waterplants. Early birds incubating—even 
cygnets are a possibility. Summer brings moulting—flightless 
birds congregate in flocks in bays and inlets. 


Limeburners Bay, 8 May 2010 

After a bleak start to the day we're blessed with a sunny 
afternoon and acalm sea. Many Silver Gulls on the bay or 
resting on sandbars. Flocks very restive. The reason? About 10 
Whistling Kites in the air with several swooping on the gulls on 
the water—just like a jaeger. (Perhaps they've been watching!) 
Three Pied Oystercatchers wading with their reflections—lovely! 
In a sheltered gully were many largish Tau Emerald dragonflies, 
most flying, several 'wheels' of mating, a good number resting on 
the shrubs. Some Meadow Argus butterflies with the smaller 
males guarding their leks—chasing their competitors. 


Pied Oystercatchers, Limeburners Bay. 


Photo: Joe Hubbard 


Look for: 
Oystercatchers around the coast. Their cousins, Sooty 
Oystercatchers, are coastal but prefer rocky areas. Try Point 
Lonsdale at low tide—you just might see some. A good place for 
bird watching and exploring rock pools. 

Butterflies congregating in one area for mating. Could be hilltops, 
areas of bare ground, tree tops, open grassy areas. Recently, 

7 April 2011 in Eastern Park, Geelong, | observed male Meadow 
Argus and a few females in a lek in an open grassy situation. 
How many? Walked eres 
through the grass to put 
them up for a count—got to 
70 and gave up. Believe 
me there were a lot! Of 
course weather conditions 
have a great deal of 
influence on these events. 


Cheers! 


Sooty Oystercatchers, Point Lonsdale 
Photo: Joe Hubbard 


Mammal report 
... Trevor Pescott 


The Crossing Picnic Ground, Brisbane Ranges; dug into a hole, emerged briefly after | EWt 
about 5 minutes. 


In a Yellow Gum, Batesford. 
8/04/11 | Roadkilled, Barrabool Road opposite Barwon Valley Park. 
5/04/11 | Distillery Creek Picnic Ground at night. : 
25/04/11 | Distillery Creek Picnic Ground close by in eucalypts at night, a beautiful sight in the 
spotlight 
09/04/11 | Barrabool Road/Bellevue Avenue, roadkilled. 
25/04/11 | Hammonds Road, Bambra, observed. 
27/02/11 | Old Carlisle Road, Carlisle Heath, 1.30 a.m.; stood by road. 
25/04/11 
10/04/11 


17/02/11 


Short-beaked Echidna 1 


Common Brushtail Possum 


Sugar Glider 2 


Common Ringtail Possum 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

Black Wallab’ 

aa ae) 


Grey-headed Flying-fox 


paeta aha 


Black Rat 


07/04/11 | Newtown, Shannon Avenue near Balyang Sanctuary, roadkilled. LPh 


Ca eee | 25/04/11 | Stewarts Road Reserve, in the reserve and later on the road. JN 


Observers: AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; CPi, Chris Pitfield; EWt, Echidna Walkabout Tours per Janine Duffy; DHe, Dean Hewish; JN, John 
Newman; JRo, Judy Rowe; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; PPe, Priscilla Pescott; PW, Phil Watson; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; SQu, Stuart Quick; 
TP, Trevor Pescott. 


6/02/11 


ee =) FS n 
c 


Hammonds Road, Bambra, observed. 
Purrumbete Avenue, Manifold Heights, electrocuted on power-lines, a male with a 1.1 


JRo 


m wingspan. 


01/04/11 | Lower jaw extracted from a pellet left on the veranda of the house at Yaugher by a 
kookaburra. 


12/04/11 
08/04/11 


P 


Hesse Street Winchelsea, on the edge of town, roadkilled. 
Bellbrae West; after rain had caused many Swift Moths to emerge and come to a 


window, attracted by the inside light, it came onto the outside window sill to catch and 
eat the moths. 


24/02/11 | Bacchus Marsh, ran across the Geelong Road on the outskirts of town, at night. MHe, DHe 


27/02/11 | Gellibrand-Carlisle Road, ran across the road, 1.30 a.m. MHe, DHe 


31/03/11 | Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, in paddock N of reserve. BL, CPi, TP 


pal a e 
z|o PAS 
$ oO 
pU 
0 
= I 
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Harp trapping 
Late last year we purchased two Fauna Tech harp 


traps that are used to catch so-called microbats, 
that is the small insectivorous species about which 
we know so little in the Geelong area. We have 
used the traps at a number of localities with mixed 
success this year, but now that the weather has 
become cooler bats have become less active so we 
have packed the traps away until the warmer 
months later in the year. Following is a list of sites 
where the traps have been employed and the 
species, and number of individuals, that we have 
caught. (Trapping is carried out under our DSE 
permit 10005048 and AEC permit 14.09) 


Pee) 
Baal 
= 


11 Gould's Wattled Bats 

1 Chocolate Wattled Bat 
14 Little Forest Bats 
[[__[Blarge Forest Bats 
[|_| 2 Lesser Long-eared Bats 
[|__| Gouts wanedBa | 
[|__| False Pipisirele Bat_ 


(Thanks to the many people who have assisted in 
setting-up and pulling-down the traps; it is at least a 
two-person task!) 


1 Gould's Wattled Bat 
Nil result. 


Pix Controller cameras 
The cameras were set at Yaugher, at a site off 
| Boundary Road, on 24 April and are due to be 
collected early in May. 


-Next mammal trapping 
25-28 May 2011 


We will continue our Stony Rises project with trapping on a property at Stonyford, adjacent to. 
the site where we undertook trapping in March (see Geelong Naturalist April 2011) 
; : eo ae The damage done to both the Brisbane 


Ranges National Park and the You Yangs 
Regional Park due to extremely heavy rain in 
February has caused both areas to be closed 


Access is rather more complicated than usual so we will need to meet and if necessary car- ` 
pool. So the program is as follows: aN : : . 
Wednesday 25 May 10.00 a.m. meet at Stonyford Hall to set traps. 


Thursday 26 May 8.00 a.m. meet at Stonyford Hall to check traps. to access, so plans to use both cameras and 
Friday 27 May 8.00 a.m. as above. ; harp traps there have been put on hold 
Saturday 28 May ` . 8.00 a.m. as above. pate P z 


Once the parks are again accessible we will 

put the cameras at each of the sites, looking 
for Brush-tailed Phascogales at the Brisbane 
Ranges and investigating reports of escaped 
Eastern Quolls at the You Yangs. 


To reach Stonyford, travel through Colac towards Camperdown, passing Pirron Yallock and 
the Floating Islands Reserve before turning left at the Cobden Road. Immediately after 
crossing the railway line you will find the Stonyford Hall on the left. It is about 20km past Colac: 
Note: with the current high fuel costs, the GENC will reimburse members, who assist in the 
project, any reasonable travel and other costs. If you are able to help on any. of the days, 
please contact me on ppescott@optusnet.com.au or phone 5243 4368 
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Reptile and amphibian (Herpetology) report 
... Trevor Pescott 


Marbled Gecko 24/02/11 
Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard 29/03/11 Basking in semi-shade, Butchers Road, Brisbane Ranges GL, CMo 


Corangamite Water Skink 19/04/11 Basking on rocks near water in the DSE reserve at Hays Road, Dreeite, | PCu, HSc, TP 
Stony Rises 


Regularly seen at night on the front wall of the house, Bacchus Marsh 


Southern Water Skink 


Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 


Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 


02/04/11 | Off Boundary Road, Yaugher, under a piece of debris 
16/02/11 McIntyres Road, Lara, removed from the road to roadside vegetation 
26/02/11 | Windermere Road, Lara. 


s 

m 

HE 

| 

15/02/11 Slate Quarry/Eclipse Roads, Brisbane Ranges; a 25 cm specimen, it had | EWt 

Ps ES a reir E a E 
Mainland Tiger Snake alee Cathedral Rock, Otway Ranges; a 1 mlong, beautifully marked specimen 
ee se aor 

isi 

Smee 

facades 


Lowland Copperhead Snake 07/04/11 Seen on a property near Winchelsea. ACh per LPh 


Eastern Snake-necked Turtle 


1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


07/04/11 Carapace found on the Barwon River bank below Princes Bridge; it had 
been hit by a mower slashing the grass, but whether this was before or 


after it had died was not clear. 


19/04/11 Calling from dense vegetation at the DSE reserve, Dreeite. 
Victorian Smooth Froglet 08/04/11 _| Calling from the creek at Gum Flat, Anglesea Heathlands. ; 
Spotted Marsh Frog 12/04/11 Many caught during a fauna survey on a property 8 km west of Shelford 
Spotted Marsh Frog 19/04/11 Found under rocks, DSE reserve, Dreeite, Stony Rises. PCu, HSc, TP 
Pobblebonk | 19/03/11 In grassland at night, Mt Rothwell, You Yangs. FoOGNR per TPe 


Observers: ACh, Adam Charlesworth; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; EWt, Echidna Walkabout Tours per Janine Duffy; FOOGNR, Friends of 
the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve; GL, Grace Lewis; HSc, Helen Schofield; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; PCu, Polly Cutcliffe; TP, 
Trevor Pescott; TMa, Tess Marshall. 


Koala update—Rain, rain, rain! 


...Janine Duffy 


pologies for the lack of Koala Updates lately——there’s been Peppermints. Red Box is okay too. The exact combination 

a lot going on! Rain, rain, rain. During the 10 years of probably doesn’t matter too much—it’s the fact that there is a 
drought, | promised | would never complain about rain again. So, wide variety of choices that seems to make the difference. Gully 
wasn't it wonderful to receive more than an average year’s rainfall heads often have the right combination of food trees (and 
in the last 6 months? Not to mention the highest monthly rainfall | access). The predominantly stringybark forest on the red oxide 
ever recorded at Avalon, in November 2010 and again in January soil on top of the escarpment breaks at the head of a gully. 
2011? Frankly, we were thrilled, and feeling very lucky that we got Manna and Swamp Gums take advantage of the deeper soil. If 
it without the damage that came with itin some parts of Australia. there are a few dry Yellow Gum slopes nearby—there’s four 
Until the granite sand in the You Yangs gave way, and washed species, and that’s probably enough for Koalas to live. 
away all the roads, and broke pipes and culverts, and exposed 
asbestos. Oh golly! The next part is the fun bit—going 
to the sites and breathing them in! | 
mean it. Smell them. A large, 
permanent community of Koalas 
leaves scent all over the trees. Our 
sense of smell is ordinary at best, 
but if you spent a lot of time in the 
bush, and conditions are good for 
scent, you can start to notice the 
potent eucalyptus/warm mammal/ 
urine scent that extends from a 
Koala. The smell can travel 150 
metres on the wind. Next time you 
and we started there, so we knew smell eucalyptus, walk into the wind 
what to look for. The badly-burnt and look for Koalas. If you lose it, 
areas are still too thick with TF walk back to where you started. 
lignotuber and epicormic growth Good Koala forest—Red Stringybark on left, Manna Gum in There’s a good chance you will 
and it is difficult to find Koalas even ee pero tM cron Swamp Gums y ostani smell it again. It’s not your 
z ackground. Photo: Janine Duffy : AOAR, : 
if they are there, so we looked for imagination—it’s really there! 
accessible areas that had been 
lightly burnt or not burnt at all. Next we looked for Manna Gums. The other clue is on smooth-barked eucalypts. Koalas scratch up 
Manna Gums are Koalas’ favourite food tree in that area (about their favourite trees a lot. Look on the easy-to-climb side. Koalas 
60% of sightings occur in this species). But we had noticed inthe are big animals, and leave a distinctive scratch pattern—three 


Smack bang in the height of our 
busy season we found ourselves in 
desperate need of an alternative 
wild Koala site. Quickly. Within 
days. At that time of year with big 
contracts, every day lost to touring 
costs us greatly in income and 
reputation. We needed a site close 
to Serendip, with good road access. 
The closest is the Brisbane Ranges. 
We know there are Koalas there, 


past that pure Manna Gum woodland does not contain large small scratches on one side with two big thumb-scratches at 
numbers of Koalas. Woodland of mixed species, with a high about 90° to them. Koalas, like Brushtail and Ringtail Possums, 
« proportion of Manna Gums, seems to be the best habitat. Up have two ‘thumbs’ opposing the other three digits (a forcipate 
there, Messmate is a popular second choice for Koalas, followed hand). But Koalas have a much larger hand than the possums, 
by Swamp Gum, Yellow Gum, Red Stringybark and the they dig in more, and the degree of thumb opposition seems to be 
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much greater. The best scratches 
are made when they slip. Normal 
climbing just results in small point 
marks. As smooth-barked eucalypts 
shed their bark every year, the 
scratch marks are usually a fairly 
recent sign that Koalas live in the 
area. 


So when we found an area that had 
the right trees, smelled like Koalas, 
and had scratch marks on some of 
the trees, we thought we had a 
winner. First time there, on a short 
exploratory visit | found one Koala. 
Second time we found two—she 
was the same female as the first 
day. Good sign. Third, fourth and fifth visits—one koala each 
day, no matter how many searchers we had and how long we 
spent. Sixth visit, no koalas found in four hours of searching. 
Seventh visit—one Koala. By the eighth visit we were still having 
no luck finding Koalas in the original area. You would think after 
eight visits we would know more about the local Koalas and be 
more likely to find them than on the first day. Not the case. 


Distinctive Koala scratches. 


When working with intelligent wild 
animals, we have to take their 
actions into account. It’s not only 
our behaviour that affects the 
outcome—they can act to avoid us. 
And we believe they do when they 
are uncertain. That is why it is 
important to treat them with respect 
right from the start. 


Thankfully, just north of the original 
area we found an older female, who 
seemed fairly relaxed. She had 
probably been watching us from the 
start. We now see her regularly, 
and are slowly getting to know the 
habits and home ranges of her 
neighbours. It’s along, expensive process that makes us value 
the special relationship we have built over five years with the You 
Yangs Koalas. We look forward to the You Yangs re-opening, so 
that we can continue our work there. And a big thankyou to the 
Brisbane Ranges Koalas for putting up with us! 


Photo: Roger Smith 


Birds of the Brisbane Ranges—Grace Lewis 
Bird Group meeting, 21 April 2011 


G race Lewis has taken on the task of summarising the 
current state of knowledge concerning the birds of the 
Brisbane Ranges. To date, her research has identified 230 
species that have been recorded recently and in historical 
accounts. For the purposes of her study, Grace considers 
‘recent' records to date from 1990 onwards, while ‘historical’ 
records are from pre-1990. The information that Grace has 
collected is too extensive for a single presentation, so she 
concentrated on the most interesting findings from her research. 


The Brisbane Ranges are home to most of the bird species in the 
Geelong Region, but the area has never been thoroughly 
studied. To date, most of the information regarding bird 
observations was known by only a few observers. Those lists of 
birds that have been published, for example the Parks Victoria 
List (1976), are out of date or no longer reflect the birds of the 
area. 


The 2006 wildfire burnt 40% of the Park from the vicinity of 
Lease and Durdidwarrah Roads, east to the Geelong-Ballan 
Road, and north to near Thompsons Road. It was responsible for 
the extinction of a Brown Treecreeper population at Stony Creek 
Picnic Ground. Some birds have yet to return to their former 
areas, especially nocturnal birds (owls, frogmouths, and 
nightjars). The fire has also changed the vegetation structure in 
large sections of the ranges. 


Some species have become locally extinct since European 
settlement. Malleefowl were recorded in the Brisbane Ranges in 
the 1800s, with the last known record in 1887. The birds had 
been recorded breeding, with old nest mounds still visible until 
the 1920s. The reasons for extinction are unclear, but predation 
by foxes and the gold miners killing birds and eating the eggs 
may have been responsible. Grey-crowned Babblers are 
regionally extinct, but from historical records they were recorded 
breeding at The Anakies (Riordan, 1905). From 1929 to at least 


...Dean Hewish 


1945, there were some colonies in bushland in the Rowsley 
Valley, but the last birds were shot by vandals. Hooded Robins 
are now very rare or extinct in the Brisbane Ranges but they 
were once common and regularly recorded. They were noted as 
declining in the region from 1940 onwaras, probably due to poor 
nesting success caused by habitat clearing. The last recorded 
breeding event was in 1978 at Steiglitz. The pair raised two 
young but then left the area. 


There are many species of waterbirds recorded from the ranges. 
Some species, like Musk Ducks, Black Swans and Eurasian 
Coots are recorded year-round, while others, such as Blue-billed 
Ducks have appeared as part of regional influxes. Others, for 
example, Australasian Shovelers, Pink-eared Ducks and the 
dabbling ducks (Chestnut Teal, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck) 
are occasional visitors. Most waterbird species disperse away 
from the Brisbane Ranges to breed, with the exception of Black 
Swans which breed on wetlands, and Australian Shelducks and 
Wood Ducks which have been recorded breeding in the 
woodland. Buff-banded Rails and Dusky Moorhens have both 
appeared within the past few months (March-April 2011), with 
few records prior to that. When rain filled the reservoirs and the 
swamps at their south-eastern end, a Red-necked Avocet was 
seen at Upper Stony Creek Reservoir (10—19 November 2006). 
Freckled Ducks have also been recorded at Lower Stony Creek 
Reservoir (during the Challenge Bird Count, 2005). Great, Cattle 
and Little Egrets have been recorded at Durdidwarrah South 
Reservoir and on farm dams surrounding the ranges. An 
Australasian Bittern was present in swamps at Durdidwarrah in 
1955. 


Every raptor species recorded on the Geelong bird list has also 
been recorded in the Brisbane Ranges. Wedge-tailed Eagles are 
the most conspicuous and have been recorded over the whole 
National Park area. It is suspected that there are at least three 
breeding pairs in the southern section of park. They were noted 
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as uncommon in the district during the 1940s, when eagles were 
still being shot by farmers, but were regarded as ‘relatively 
plentiful’ again by the early 1980s (Pescott, 1983) 


Of the pigeons and doves, Common Bronzewings are seen in 
woodland areas and rarely on the plains, while Crested Pigeons 
are now common on the plains and at the edges of woodland. 
Brush Bronzewings were recorded at Durdidwarrah in 1970 and 
1977. They were not subsequently recorded until 2008, in post- 
wildfire wattle regeneration at Buckshot Track. A White-headed 
Pigeon was recorded at De Motts Road in 2002. 


Parrots and cockatoos are numerous in the district. Corellas, 
Galahs, and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos are present on farmland 
and in woodland, often along creeks. Yellow-tailed Black- 
cockatoos are recorded in the ranges and may breed in the 
district. Purple-crowned Lorikeets, Little Lorikeets and Swift 
Parrots are occasionally seen but not common. Recently 
recorded are Blue-winged Parrots and Rainbow Lorikeets. Blue- 
winged Parrots may have bred near Lower Stony Creek 
Reservoir this year. Sacred Kingfishers are regular spring- 
summer migrants to the Brisbane Ranges and have been 
recorded nesting at Durdidwarrah and Stony Creek. Brown 
Treecreepers are uncommon in the Geelong Region with only 
scattered small populations in restricted areas. They have been 
recently found at several sites along the Moorabool River and at 
Reids Road in the north of the ranges. A population of this 
species was historically recorded at Durdidwarrah. 


Some special birds in the Brisbane Ranges are Speckled 
Warblers and Chestnut-rumped Heathwrens, which appear to be 
long-term residents. Chestnut-rumped Heathwrens have been 
present in the Brisbane Ranges since the time of early records 
(E.M. Molesworth, 1908). They are difficult to find but mostly 
seen from July to August. This species is classed as Vulnerable 
in Victoria (DSE, 2007). It is possible, from recent sightings, that 
they have moved into some burnt areas since the wildfire. 


Most of the honeyeaters found in the Geelong region are 
recorded at Brisbane Ranges, with the exception of Singing 
Honeyeaters. Vagrants from northern areas are occasionally 
reported in the Brisbane Ranges: for example, Painted 
Honeyeaters (Steiglitz in Nov./Dec. 1977—1980), Fuscous 
Honeyeaters, Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters and Noisy Friarbirds. 
Regent Honeyeaters were recorded in May 1955. The Brisbane 
Ranges are a regional stronghold for Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters. 


Spotted Quail-thrush are occasionally recorded but are cryptic. 
They are widespread in dry woodland with an open understorey 
and have been seen throughout the park. White-browed and 
Masked Woodswallows occasionally come south to the Brisbane 
Ranges. They attempted to breed at Durdidwarrah and 
Beremboke in 1965 but after the eggs were laid there was a 
major cold snap in mid-November. The birds abandoned nests 
part-way through incubation, although food was still available. 
They may have bred in woodland north of Anakie in December 
2009 (another irruption year). Satin Flycatchers are regular 
spring-summer breeding migrants to the Brisbane Ranges, 
recorded at Steiglitz, Durdidwarrah, Stony Creek, and Sapling 
Gully. Leaden Flycatchers are also irregular spring-summer 
migrants, with breeding recorded at Steiglitz and Durdidwarrah.: 


The members present were treated to an enjoyable and 
informative presentation. Grace is to be commended for 
attempting such an ambitious and important project. It has taken 
a tremendous amount of work and persistence to find and 
compile the records. The historical records will fit in with research 
at other local woodlands such as Long Forest, Werribee Gorge 
and the You Yangs. It will eventually provide a broad picture of 
changes in our regional birdlife since European settlement. 


Grace acknowledged the contributions of: Craig Morley, Marilyn 
Hewish and Gordon McCarthy for additional notes and help with 
research; and Craig Morley, the Hewishes and Joanne Van Den 
Broek for companionship and transportation. Photos were from 
barraimaging.com, wildlifeimages.com.au, Barry Lingham and 


Craig Morley. 


A Checklist of the Birds of the Geelong Region 


he recently published checklist and booklet provides a simple and useful 

method for recording bird observations in the field in the Geelong district 
and is intended to be a complete list of species that an observer could expect 
to see on regular visits to a variety of habitats over several months. It also 
lists many rare and vagrant species. The checklist does not include every bird 
species ever recorded in the Geelong region. It is also intended to highlight 


areas where our knowledge can be extended and enhanced. 


This checklist and booklet was prepared by Craig Morley with advice and 
assistance from Barry Lingham, Marilyn Hewish and Trevor Pescott. 
A special thank-you to all the observers who have contributed records to the 


Geelong Bird Report over so many years! 


Whilst the checklist is free, recipients might like to consider a gold coin 


donation. 


The project was partially funded by a generous grant from the City of Greater 


Geelong, which the GFNC gratefully acknowledges. 


Copies of the checklist will be available at Bird Group meetings and General 
meetings or by post from the club. See inside front cover and back cover of 


Geelong Naturalist for contact details. 
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GFNC 50th anniversary luncheon 


he constant buzz of animated 

conversation was a sure sign that the 
over 100 present and past Club members 
and friends gathered at the Grovedale 
Community Centre were happily engaged 
in catching up on news and 
reminiscences. 


The formal proceedings were opened 
most appropriately by John Landy, AC 
MBE, who had been the guest speaker at 
the first meeting of the newly formed 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club in 1961. 
The arrival of the excellent lunch provided 
by the ladies from St James Anglican 
Church Drysdale dampened the 
conversation a bit, but not for long, as 
people moved from group to group, 
browsed the wonderful displays prepared 
by Valda Dedman and Dick Southcombe, 
or sat watching the slide show of past 
excursion photos put together by Barry 
Lingham. The reminiscences of the 
formation of the Club from our main 
speaker, Trevor Pescott were followed by entertaining stories from 
the Club's life members, before we tried to do justice to both 
desert and the celebratory cake (cut by life member Margaret 
Cameron) and then took the opportunity to watch the video of 
early excursions and campouts prepared by lan Woodland. 


John Landy and Deborah Evans 


Margaret Cameron cuts the birthday cake. 


...Deborah Evans 


As retiring President, | had the task of 
directing proceedings, but was ably 
assisted by Wilma Tribe who had 
organised the catering and helped keep 
the food flowing between formal 
segments. The event could not have 
worked so well without the help of the 
organising committee of Dick and Shirley 
Southcombe, Graeme and Wilma Tribe 
and Lorraine Phelan. They were ably 
backed up by Jan McKenzie who provided 
flowers for the tables, Barb and John Bell 
who supplied the magnificent native 
vegetation arrangements, Joan Korn who 
designed the invitations and the ‘front of 
house' staff on the day of Sheila Silver 
who greeted guests and Peter Turner and 
Claire Greenwell who handled the 
finances. 


My thanks to all these people and to our 
speakers and guests for making it such a 
memorable day. 


lan Woodland setting up for his film show. 


Some GFNC life members: l-r Valda Dedman, Gordon McCarthy, 
Marilyn Hewish, Diana Primrose, Graham Tribe, Dave King, Dick 
Margaret Cameron and Gordon McCarthy Southcombe, Trevor Pescott and Elsie Poole. 


Geelong Naturalist May 2011 11 


Butterfly report 


... Valda Dedman 


vanished and there is no sign of a 


| n spite of rain and wind, there 
pupa. 


has been enough sun and 
perhaps because of abnormal 
weather further north, we 
continue to have sightings of 
many butterflies, some of them 
unusual for our part of the world. 
They range from the very small to 
the very large and we have 
reports of all stages in a 
butterfly’s life cycle, from egg to 
pupa. The tiny brown White- 
banded Grass Dart, though 
apparently quite common 
elsewhere, has rarely been 
recorded for Geelong. 


The butterflies sipping on wattle 
gum are unusual; there are few 
published accounts of this 
behaviour. At Shelley Beach near 
Lake Tyers, Kelvyn Dunn once 
saw up to five Common Browns 
feeding at any one time on Black 
Wattle Acacia mearnsii and noted 
that they quickly returned if 
disturbed. Trevor Hawkeswood 
has observed two Yellow 
Admirals, one male Tailed 
Emperors, two female Common 

z Male Orchard Swallowtail, Geelong Botanic Gardens. Browns and one Marbled Xenica 
Orchard Swallowtails are among Photo: Craig Morley feeding together on red-brown 
out largest butterflies, and can be sap of Red Bloodwood Eucalyptus 
confusing, as the male and gummifera. Gordon McCarthy and: 
female are very different and Tom Fletcher noted that the 
there is both a dark and a light Common Browns tended to stay 
form of the female. Compare the put, while the Yellow Admirals 
photos of the female in the March flew up high and around and then 
Naturalist with Craig Morley's returned to feeding, behaviour 
photo of the male at the Botanic noted in other accounts. 
Gardens which kept coming back 
to the same plant at least three 
times. They like to rest with wings 
outspread. Males like to patrol 
along a flight path. In spite of 
their size (102 mm), Charles 
McCubbin found they could be 
difficult to relocate if he looked 
away; they became just a patch Orchard Swallowtail pupa. Photo: Trevor Pescott If you feel like doing a bit of 
of shadow. Caterpillars, ‘butterfly twitching’, there is no 
according to Rainbow, writing in better place than the Geelong 
1907, often fall prey to Botanic Gardens on a sunny day. 
Silvereyes. Pupae can take on Trevor Pescott saw eight different 
the colour of their background species (including the ubiquitous 
and may be green, brown, Cabbage White) within half an 
reddish-brown or rosy. The hour, between 12.45 p.m. and 
caterpillars from Steiglitz have all 1.15 p.m. on 21 April. Sixteen 
pupated (green) and it will be different species have been 
interesting to see if they recorded for our region this 
overwinter in this state or emerge month. It was therefore surprising 
soon as butterflies and either that John Newman did not see a 
migrate north or go through single butterfly on a one hour walk 
another generation here. Wait for through healthy woodland during 
the next exciting instalment. a full traverse of Hammond Rd, 
Otway Forest Park on 25 April. 
Monarchs are also a feature of Absence of species is also worth 
the month. This species was first noting, especially on sunny days. 
recorded in Australia in 1870, in Brisbane; one theory now is that 
they were blown here from Vanuatu by a series of cyclones. They References: 
had reached Melbourne by 1872. Although they have bred here McCubbin, C. (1985) Australian Butterflies, Savvas, Adelaide. 
this season and gone on to pupate, they are a migratory species Rainbow, W. J. (1907) A guide to the study of Australian Butterflies, 
within Australia; the main aggregation sites being the Sydney Lothian, Melbourne. 
Basin/Hunter Valley and Mt Lofty. Males differ slightly from females caoderm acon ireen es dno 
by having a small black patch of sex scales just below the centre of 
the hindwing, and narrower black veins in the upper hindwing. The GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JH, Joe Hubbard; JN, John Newman; LPh, 
caterpillars are said to be toxic to birds. However, the one that was Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Hewish, TF, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor 
feeding on a Swan Plant at Abervale Village has completely Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman 


Many people have spoken to me 
abut the large number of Common 
Browns this year, but none 
mentioned the ‘storm’ of 70 
Meadow Argus experienced by 
Joe Hubbard at Eastern Park. 


Orchard Swallowtail caterpillar. Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Recorders: BL, Barry Lingham; CMo,Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; 
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11/04/2011 | Lorne, Cumberland Resort —4 around Manna Gums and Spotted gums, bright sun 
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8/04/2011 | Ocean Grove, Cuthbertson Drive flying past window 
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| [25/04/2011 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 


together at flowering salvia, sunny 
chrysalises on well-chewed Stinging Nettle in garden 
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Since 2009, Claire Moxham has been leading research in the 
Vegetation Monitoring program at ARI through landscape scale, 
-multi-catchment, partnership projects that foster strategic 
ecological solutions leading to enhanced biodiversity and 
production outcomes. Claire's research is focused on various 
aspects of vegetation ecology and ecosystem function to enable‘ 
improved management practices to enhance biodiversity 
conservation; with particular focus grasslands, grassy, woodlands 
and mallee eS 


The publication of A Field Guide to Coastal Moonah Woodland in 
Victoria marks the completion of a six year collaborative research 
program undertaken by:scientists at the Arthur Rylah Institute for 
Environmental Research (ARI/DSE). Many individuals, local 
community groups, land managers and government agencies 
have co-produced this new knowledge about ecological dynamics 
of the threatened plant community Coastal Moonah Woodland, to 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
14 June 2011 


Understanding Coastal Moonah Woodland—Claire Moxham 
Coastal Moonah Woodland is liSted < as a threatened plant . 


recreational pressures. Coastal Moonah Woodland is ina - 


“car park from the intersection of Holt Rd'and Eastern Park 
‘Circuit. Go through Gate 2 to yoar left. (Melways 252 G4) 


better inform managemen decisions. 


community under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. Much 
of the community has been cleared or fragmented, leaving 
remnants that have been degraded by weed invasion and 


demonstrable state of decline, which could result in its extinction if 
it remains unchecked. Currently it covers less than 10% of its 
original distribution in the state. 


nies 7.00. p-m. for a chat & cuppa. Lecture commences at 
7.30 p.m. Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Room. Enter the 


RSVP Lorraine [phelan@nta pond: com.au or Dick 5243 3916 © 


Bird Observations 
April 2011 © 


U ntil relatively recent times, Wedge-tailed Eagles were 
viewed ‘fair game’. The declined persecution of the eagles 
as allowed a steady increase in numbers and Wedge-tails can 
now be seen across the whole Geelong area. We received many 
observations in the past month, including first sighting records 
from Eastern Park by Craig, who has been surveying the park for 
several decades. 


At the end of summer, many local species migrate northwards, 
but there is also an influx of birds from Tasmania and localised 
movement of birds from the forests to the more open bushland. 
Several Swift Parrot sightings have been reported, along with 
Flame Robins, Grey Fantails (dark coloured), Rufous Fantail and 
Blue-winged Parrots. Groups of Yellow-faced and White-naped 
Honeyeaters are on the move and flocks of Yellow-tailed Black- 
Cockatoos and also Cattle Egrets are being noted around the 
Bellarine Peninsula. 


The observation of a Peaceful Dove in the Brisbane Ranges 


adds to several sightings of this species in the Geelong area 
Species Comment 
Stubble Quail 

Pacific Black Duck 
Hoary-headed Grebe 
Common Bronzewing 
Brush Bronzewing 
Peaceful Dove 
Australian Owlet-nightjar 
White-throated Needletail 


Date 
9/03/2011 
19/03/2011 
9/03/2011 
3/04/2011 
9/03/2011 
7/04/2011 
3/04/2011 
1/03/2011 
22/03/2011 
9/04/2011 
16/04/2011 
19/04/2011 
19/03/2011 
30/03/2011 
7/03/2011 
7/03/2011 
9/03/2011 


Serendip. 


Shy Albatross, 

Cattle Egret 

Royal Spoonbill 
Brown Goshawk 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Grey Goshawk 


Swamp Harrier Mt Rothwell. 
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...Barry Lingham 


over the past decade. It is usually a bird of the drier sections 
north of the Great Dividing Range. Interesting records include a 
Weebill at Gnawarre (south of the usual range) and another at 
Eastern Park; Painted Button-quail at several places and a large 
flock of White-throated Needletails in the Brisbane Ranges. 


ERRATA from April Naturalist: 

The listed record of a Pink Robin on 17/3/11 by CMo should be a 
Rose Robin. The sighting was also observed by RT & JPo. RT & 
JPo also noted the Rufous Fantail and Grey Fantails along with 
CMo on 17/3/11. 

The Brown Goshawk record should read 'Reedy Lake, near north 
end’. 


Observers: 

AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean 
Hewish; GL, Grace Lewis; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GWh, Gwen White; 
EWt, Echidna Walkabout Tours per Janine Duffy; HS, Hans Streefkerk; 
JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; MBi, Michael Bird; MHe, 
Marilyn Hewish; PT, Peter Turner; PW, Phil Watson; RSm, Rosalind 
Smallwood; RT, Rosemary Turner; TFI, Tom Fletcher. 


Observers 


Loch Ard Gorge. Standing on the Great Ocean Road 

Long Forest, Happy Valley Track. 9 ducklings on a dam. 

Jerringot. Breeding plumage 

Bellbrae, Portreath Rd. Other pairs also resident 

Port Campbell, Yarruck Road 

Brisbane Ranges, Anakie Gorge. Calling. 

Brisbane Ranges, Eclipse Road 

Brisbane Ranges, Thompsons Track & Quarry Rd. Loose flock flying N to S. 
Birregurra. My first for the summer. 


Pt Lonsdale. Offshore from the light house. Some settled on the water. 
Connewarre. Near new Armstrong Creek development. With a herd of cattle. 
Reedy Lake, Fitzsimmonds Lane. In shallow water. 

Serendip. Also on 2/4 

Serendip. Near Billabong 

Serendip, SE corner of Windermere Bush. (White phase) 


MBi, GWh 
EWt 
EWt 
EWt 
EWt 


Species 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Little Eagle 
Brown Falcon 


Australian Hobby 


Black Falcon 
Peregrine Falcon 


Brolga 
Buff-banded Rail 


Black-tailed Native-hen 
Sooty Oystercatcher 
Painted Button-quail 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 
Little Lorikeet 
Swift Parrot 


Blue-winged Parrot 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Southern Emu-wren 


Rufous Bristlebird 
Weebill 


Yellow-rumped Thornbill 


Eastern Spinebill 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 


White-fronted Chat 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Crested Shrike-tit 


Rufous Whistler 


Dusky Woodswallow 
Grey Butcherbird 
Rufous Fantail 


Grey Fantail 

Satin Flycatcher 
Restless Flycatcher 
Scarlet Robin 
Flame Robin 


Pink Robin 

Australian Reed-Warbler 
Common Blackbird 
Mistletoebird 


mCi fey) me ae ls mt elo A N me ee gy 


+ 


+ 


Date 
2/03/2011 
3/03/2011 
8/03/2011 
28/03/2011 
9/04/2011 
9/04/2011 
11/04/2011 


19/04/2011 
3/03/2011 
1/03/2011 
3/03/2011 
9/03/2011 
12/03/2011 
19/03/2011 
22/03/2011 
28/03/2011 
2/04/2011 
15/04/2011 
19/03/2011 
28/03/2011 
2/04/2011 
5/04/2011 
13/04/2011 
1/03/2011 
8/03/2011 | 
1/03/2011 
9/03/2011 
19/03/2011 
7/03/2011 
3/04/2011 
9/03/2011 
3/04/2011 
4/04/2011 
17/03/2011 
18/03/2011 
27/03/2011 
27/03/2011 
9/03/2011 
4/04/2011 
11/04/2011 


17/04/2011 
9/03/2011 
3/04/2011 
3/04/2011 
3/04/2011 
19/04/2011 
2/03/2011 
28/03/2011 
9/03/2011 
20/03/2011 


20/03/2011 
20/03/2011 


2/04/2011 
2/04/2011 
6/04/2011 
7/03/2011 
4/03/2011 
15/04/2011 
10/03/2011 
3/04/2011 
9/04/2011 


3/04/2011 
20/03/2011 
21/03/2011 
22/03/2011 
19/04/2011 
2/03/2011 
10/03/2011 
30/03/2011 
4/04/2011 
7/04/2011 
19/04/2011 
15/04/2011 
9/03/2011 
19/04/2011 
20/03/2011 


Observers 
AW ,PW 
EWt 

EWt 

EWt 

EWt 

GMc 

CMo 


Comment 

Anglesea, Gum Flat. 

Laverton. 

Brisbane Ranges, 2 at Little River Road and 1 at Eclipse Rd. 

Lara, Princes Highway. 2 adult and 2 sub adults 

Brisbane Ranges.Over Steiglitz 

Serendip. 

Eastern Park. One pale bird circling high before drifting westward. A short time 
later, a second bird drifted west in a slow glide, lower than the first bird. 1st record 
in over 30 years of regular observation at this site. i 

Barwon Heads. Geelong Road, 1 km from town outskirts. Gliding low. BL 
Serendip. Also on 7/3, 8/3, 30/3 EWt 
Brisbane Ranges. 2 courting. EWt 
Serendip. Also 7/3, 8/3 EWt 
Mt Rothwell. EWt 
West Geelong. Over old Geelong Golf Course, near Weddell Street. MBi, GWh 
Pt Henry. MBi, GWh 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, West Track. MBi, GWh 
Brisbane Ranges, Carr's Road. Also 12/4 

Lara, Princes Highway. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

Reedy Lake, Coppards Road. Sitting in dead tree. 

Serendip. Near golf course 

Lara, Princes Highway 

Highton. Active in a suburban neighbourhood. 

Melton Reservoir; flying over. 

Brisbane Ranges, Eclipse Road 4.52 p.m. 

Lara, Princes Highway 

Serendip. Wild bird 

Port Campbell. Crossing the Great Ocean Road 

Reedy Lake, Coppards Road. Good views for about a minute. 

Serendip. 

Pt Lonsdale. 

Port Campbell, Yarruck Road 

Brisbane Ranges. Also 2 on 9/4. 

Pt Addis, Ironbark Basin. 

Newcomb. Flying north east in groups 

Bellbrae. Stopped at the pine trees 

Anglesea, Forest Rd. 

Pt Lonsdale. Flying and calling since early dawn. 12+ on 23/3. 4+ on 14/4. 

Serendip. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

Eastern Park, birds burst from the canopy of a Sugar Gum and flew off in a 

westerly direction towards Corio Bay. 

Newtown, Fairlie Street. Birds flying in from the NE. 

Port Campbell, Yarruck Road. 

Anglesea, Gum Flat. 

Wensleydale, A beautiful silent bird in the garden at Wensleydale. 

Anglesea, Gum Flat. 

Freshwater Creek, Dickens Road. First heard here for some time. 

Anglesea, Gum flat. 

Pt Addis, Ironbark Basin. Juvenile male 

Port Campbell, Yarruck Road. 

Gnarwarre, Calling continuously from a farm treed driveway about 2.00 p.m. 

About 500 m from the Barwon River. 

Eastern Park. Calling from North shelter belts near Limeburners Pt. First record 

for a while and my 3rd in the park since Dec 1979. 

Eastern Park. A loose flock in the North of Eastern Park. Largest count for quite a 

time. 

Bellbrae. 

Bellbrae. 

Ocean Grove, Woodlands Estate. Moving through in small flocks. 

Serendip. Also on 9/4 

Pt Addis, Ironbark Basin 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

Bellbrae. Also on 3/4 

Anglesea, Gum Flat. 

Bacchus Marsh, In a town garden. Passing through, probably on migration. Also 

on 16/4 & 18/4. i 

Bellbrae. 

West Geelong, Grace McKellar area, along Linear Track. 

Freshwater Creek, Bogan's Lane. Private garden. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, Banksia Trail. 

Freshwater Creek, Dickens Rd. Dark birds. 

Anglesea, Gum Flat. Parents feeding chick 

Bellbrae. Also 9/3/11 

Brisbane Ranges. First seen for the season 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 14+ on 15/4. 

Brisbane Ranges, Anakie Gorge. A male in woodland. 

Freshwater Creek, Dickens Rd. At least 3 coloured males and 1 female 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Plain bird with a slight pinkish flush on the chest. 
Jerringot. ; 

Freshwater Creek, Dickens Road. An all-male group of birds on lawn. 

Geelong Botanic Gardens. Over 21st Century Garden. 
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“Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday: 26 May- 2011 
Wooloomanata 


Leader: craig Morley 


Once. more we have been kindly granted permission to visit this 
private property to the west of the You Yangs. It contains some 
very interesting habitat'and affords the opportunity to see 
several species which are difficult to see anywhere else around 
Geelong. The bird group has had annual spring time visits to 
this wonderful place in recent years. It will be interesting to see 
what awaits us in'late Autumn í : 


Meet: fora 9a. m. start at the car. park off Sandy Creek Rd. 
(VIGroads Ed:6 map 77 H9). Craig will be waiting here. We will 
walk in-from the carpark. 

NB: no car- pooling ee ME at other venues have been ` 


ee ; 

Finish: approximately 1:30 p.m. 

‘Bring: Lunch and drinks to carry. We will have morning tea/ 
lunch along the creek. Sunscreen, hat, angaar, a warm m jacket 


age Sturdy shoes/boots. 


Enquiries: Craig 5221 4604, Polly 5244 0182 


Eco book group 
31 May 2011. 
- The Natural History of Selborne, 
- Rev. Gilbert White 
Buy or borrow a copy. of this famous book that was first 
published in 1788—an illustrated edition if possible—and join in 
the discussion. The full text is also available as a free download 


from nip: /iwww.gutenberg. prafenoore (40 


Meet: 8. 00 p.m. at Lorraine's nouse: Ph. 5243 0636. | 


World Environment Day 


5 June 2011. 
Forests: Nature At Your Service 


ALY ‘http://hqweb.unep.org/WED/theme/ : 
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GFNC Excursion 


‘Lilydale’, Bes oe 


15 May 2011 


Meeting Time and Place: 


At the entrance to Lilydale House, 100 Dog Rocks Road, 


Batesford at 9:00 a.m: 


General sibeerintion of the aay: 

The GFNC have been visiting this section of remnant bushland, 
next to the Moorabool River, since the 1960s. The habitat has 
retained many interesting and unusual indigenous plant — 
species, as well as a large number of bird species. Recently, — 
part of the property alongside the river has been opened: up.to 
the public as a reserve. We will visit sections of bush that are 
on private property, with the kind permission of the Belcher 
family. Some sections of the tracks are more suited to 4-wheel 
drive vehicles, so please bring your vehicle along if possible. 
Bring a picnic lunch to eat at the property. Access to toilets at 
ihe properly has been arranged. 


Bring: 

Strong shoes or boots. Also bring sun smart clothing, wet ~ 
weather gear, a hat and sunscreen, binoculars, lunch and: 
snacks. 


Contact : Rob Ganly 52221640 


Dog Rocks Flora and Fauna Sanctuary 


St Joseph’ s College will be working in the Sanctuary 3-6 May. 
They will be removing boneseed and piling timber for burning at 
tne most appropriate time. 


lf you are able to offer your assistance on any day, morning or 


afternoon, during this time it would be greatly appreciated. 


Email: Helen Percy at h helenkpercy@yahoo. com.au 
and Gc eee Belcher at ee pond com 


www. donrockssanctuary org 


_ Boneseed Pull—You Yangs 


21 May 2011 


The Boneseeding has been deferred due to flood-damagein 
You Yangs Regional Park. Roads within the park are closed:for. 
maintenance. 


Mailing roster 
May: Polly Cutcliffe 
June: Joan & Tibor Korn 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2011-2012 


President Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Vice-President Vacant 

Immediate Past President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Secretary Grace Lewis 0438 046 363 g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Peter Turner 5241 2654 presturner@ozemail.com.au 
Minute Secretary Peter Turner 5241 2654 presturner@ozemail.com.au 


Committee Member i 
3 j John Bell 5261 3543 solea1@bigpond.com 


i z Barry Lingham _ 5255 4291 — lingham@tpg.com.au 
! F Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 

Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Conservation Group Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 dedmanv@iprimus.com.au 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Fauna Survey Group ' Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
Membership Officer 

Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 

Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingnam@tpg.com.au 

Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636  Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 


General Meeting Minutes Yvonne Campbell 


Coming events 


MAY 2011 JUNE 2011 

3 General Meeting: GFNC historical photos and video. 7 General Meeting 

10 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 14 Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Claire Moxham—Coastal 
15 Excursion: Belcher’s property. Leader: Rob Ganly Moonah Woodland 

14-15 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley =- 16 Bird Group: Meeting 

19 Bird Group: Meeting 19 Excursion: TBA 

21 Boneseed pull—You Yangs. (Deferred. See p. 16) 23 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

25-28 Mammal Group: Survey at Stonyford 


26 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
31 Eco Book Group 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 30 May 2011. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—tlate copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or email (Word document or .rtf please). 

Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning 

to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 


DISCLAIMER 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 


The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern 
Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
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